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Buddy Check #2: Educational Design
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Name of Site Author: _____________________________________
1. Comment on Home Page effectiveness. Is the home page effective?  Do the graphics engage the user? Do they reinforce the site's objectives? Is an overarching question or purpose evident when first entering the site. If a splash page is used, does it add value to the site. Do the graphics and layout draw you in? Is there any addition or change that would improve the page in these areas?
The graphics do draw me in. I like the image of the eukaryotic cells and the cell background provided. I think the home page is effective. The overarching purpose, which is to explore the cell, is definitely evident. 
2. Comment on home page cognitive effect. Are site objectives clear? Based only on the home page, give a brief description of the sites objectives and purpose are. Is the content written in clear, concise, and age appropriate language? Is an attempt made to relate to user interests and goals. Is that effective? What changes would improve the home pages effectiveness in these areas?
The home page is effective in its organization and students being able to quickly find the information. The language is age appropriate. It may help to have something present to further pique student interest. May be post a question like, “What makes up all of your body and all of your friends’ bodies?” or something like that. Like a question to pull in the user. 
3. Comment on the Learning Activities included in this site. Do they closely relate to the site's objectives and audience? Are they easy to locate? What do you feel are the requisite skills that must be addressed in order to reach the objective? Are activities developed to build on prior skills? Are they scaffolded to lead learners from basic to advanced skills? Will examples or a model be included? Would this benefit the site or be unnecessary?
The learning activities include video-guided notes sheets, color by numbers, comparing and contrasting plant and animal cells as well as prokaryotic versus eukaryotic cells. The students would have to have a firm understanding of the specific organelles present in each type of cell and what key signs differentiate the different types of cells. The activities do build up. The students begin with basic cell theory and get more specific from there. I did not see completed examples of the student work to model it, but I do not think that it would make sense to have completed student work present because that only fits for projects that are more open-ended. In these activities, if students complete them correctly, they will arrive at a specific answer. Providing examples would only give the students the answer and open up the chance for kids to not bother with the work. 
4. Comment on the Activity/Process of this site. Is each step of the process stated clearly and accurately defined? Are they sequenced so that so that needed knowledge/skills would logically be acquired by the user? Are directions accurate, explicit, clearly stated, and written in age-appropriate language. Does this site include references to an example or model? Would doing so improve the process? As a user of the site, give feedback as to improving directions or other verbiage.
 I think the activity process is very clear and organized throughout the process. It is very organized. The only recommendation I would make is to perhaps link after each activity the scientist statements. This way, in case students forget to complete that they can have a reminder as they scroll down the activities. I understand that this can be difficult as students all work at different paces, but maybe designate the scientist statement to follow each activity rather than each day. 
5. Comment on the effectiveness of the site relating to desired outcomes. Are outcomes clearly stated. Is this done is a way that users will readily understand? Are outcomes closely related to learning objectives and activities. Do desired outcomes build from basic to more advanced?
I think that these activities are both effective in terms of containing all of the relevant information as well as in being varied for different types of students and to break avoid any monotony. I would recommend mentioning the objectives to the students directly prior to each activity. It doesn’t have to be in educator jargon, but maybe as if you were talking to the kids “As you do this activity you should be looking out for” or “By the end of this activity you should be able to do x, y, or z.” Students sometimes look at an assignment as a series of things to fill out for a grade and somehow along the way miss the learning aspect. Mentioning to them in the beginning what they should know personally may help them solidify that knowledge as they do the activity. 
6. Comment on the evaluation instruments included in this site. Are evaluation tools easy to find? Is the language used clear and appropriate to the audience? Is evaluation criteria specific and easy to interpret? Are there additions or changes that would aide you as a learner? Are there alternate evaluation tools that might benefit you as a learner?
I think that the evaluation methods are very fitting and effective. Were I going back and learning the cell again, I think that this would be an awesome tool. 
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